The amount of weaponry and "tactical vehicles" distributed to police has been inversely correlated to the number of police officers for some time, so what is all of this gear meant to accomplish if there aren't even enough trained officers to use it? Nobody seems to have an answer until a crisis occurs and the streets are filled with fancy new hardware. 28 There's also the DLA's condition that all militaristic equipment be used in some way within one year of being received or be revoked. This is useful in making sure that gear isn't sitting Because security is an issue that no politician wants to seem soft on but happens to be one heavily tied up in racial and class issues, police militarization has historically been a political third rail. For as much good as the 1033 program does for police departments on a practical level, it is killing them on the public relations front.
